NORA

(New Orleans Reigns Again)
Many titles have described New Orleans: The City That Care Forgot, The Big Easy, The Crescent City, and the Queen of the South.  One historian has called her “the inevitable city on an impossible site.”  Resurrecting herself after Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans has reemerged as NORA (New Orleans Reigns Again).


NORA boasts a sophisticated levee system, which provides hurricane protection, houses transportation, helps rebuild the wetlands, and reduces air pollution.  The levees are constructed of geotubes (special sediment-filled high tensile strength polypropylene bags) that are covered with smart concrete.  The geotube material allows water to leave the sediment but not reenter.  Located inside these levees, are two tunnels.  One tunnel is used for magnetically levitated subways.  Another tunnel is used for transporting sediment to be used to rebuild the wetlands.  The smart concrete, which is constantly monitored, sends a warning of a possible levee failure and also contains titanium dioxide which when combined with sunlight, cleans the air.  These levees are designed to withstand a one in ten thousand year flood.  Floodgates are located on the mouths of all canals. 

Located in the Mississippi River, sediment submarines collect sediment, normally channeled into the deeper waters of the Gulf of Mexico.  This sediment, transported in the levee tunnel system, is used for rebuilding the wetlands.  These sediment submarines sink to the bottom of the river, where they are filled with sediment and rise to the surface where they discharge the sediment into the tunnel system.  

In the center of Lake Ponchartrain, an island made of geotubes, draws many tourists with its international airport.  A vast park filled with exotic trees and greenery helps to eliminate pollution.  On the edges of the island businesses and luxury hotels thrive.  The hotels are sail shaped and rotate to deflect the wind and reduce wind resistance.   

A magnetic levitation train system, which travels at 500mph, transports citizens, employees, and cargo throughout surrounding Southern states.  A highway system containing four lanes accommodates commuters, cargo, and personal hover cars, with the extra lane used for traffic congestion.  Transportation vehicles include hydrogen powered hover cars and solar powered hover boards.

Hydroelectric power supplies an abundant source of inexpensive power and is the main power source.  Wind power, solar power, and fusion function as backup sources of energy.

Housing options include pod houses and apartment skyscraper neighborhoods.  Pod houses are spherical pods attached to shafts, to which pods can be added.  Stairs or elevators lead up to the houses with parking underneath.  Apartment complexes are designed to deflect winds and yield more ground space.

A well-educated populace helps fuel the economy.  Businesses and trade thrive, particularly in the shipping industry.  High employment has reduced the crime rate to near zero.  Citizens enjoy a low pollution rate, and an excellent health care system.  Nora balances technology with historic preservation.  Mardi Gras still reigns, a reminder that NORA, a once devastated city with a bleak future, once again rules the Mississippi.
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